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President’s Message 


Greetings Members, 

There were 48 persons in attendance at the February 25" 
meeting. The program that was presented was excellent and in- 
cluded visuals of actual soldiers. As a bonus there were two sol- 
diers in uniform of the period who were descendants of Colored 
Soldiers. I refer you to the minutes of our meeting to see the his- 
torian’s Facebook page for more in depth information. 

Members check your reference library and see what books that 
WCGS offers that you would like to add to your collection. We are 
going to bring a few books/publications to each meeting to have 
available for sale. Good opportunity to save shipping costs! --- 
And gives an added incentive to attend the meetings! 

Our program chairperson, Brenda Dorsett has some exciting 
programs scheduled for the remainder of 2020 and is working on 
2021. A lot of planning and organizing goes into scheduling 
speakers. Support your society by putting WCGS meetings on re 
your calendar monthly (except June, July, August and December). & 

Welcome to our newest member, Jane Howell Salmon. Jane resides in Virginia. Her surnames of 
interest are: Mercer, Tomlinson, Hayes, Farmer, and Pope. Jane has graciously accepted the role of 
Publicity Chairperson. She will begin those duties April 1. 

We also would like to welcome Paul and Barbara Sherrod. They live in the Stantonsburg area. 
Their area of research interests includes the names: Sherrod, Smith, and Winstead. 

Sincerely, 





Yvonne 


Donnie Lowe will present “An Adoptee’s Search to Find His Birth 
MARCH 2020 WCGS Parents” at the Wilson County Genealogical Society meeting in 
MEETING March. He began this personal quest to find the truth as to who his 
birth parents were in 1988 with little to no information. He began 
March 31, 2020 7PM with a visit to the Department of Social Services where he was only 
Assembly Room, Wilson County given a copy of a Non-Identifying Information document revealing 
Library minimum information and a tip about the group Adoption Infor- _ 
Speaker: Donnie Lowe mation Exchange. Since 1988 accessibility to documents on a public 
level has greatly increased, along with the advances and im- 
portance of DNA testing, proving to be vital in his 
search. 





Contents of This Issue 
President’s Message While Mr. Lowe will give details of how he con- 
March WCGS Meeting ducted his search, he will speak on a very per- 
February WCGS Meeting Minutes sonal level about the highs of finding his living 
Upcoming WCGS Meetings biological family members and the lows of discov- 
Obituaries ering the tragedies that befell others. He de- 
FVELLOM ee ete en neteee renke ie. aeekssiearasecnnrs xs see’ scribes this journey of his as one of equal parts of 
They MOVE AWAY uaseceecccersrerseereterencssessnersssens 29,33 | hard work and luck resulting in many answered 
questions, yet still many more unanswered ques- 
tions. Although there are still unanswered ques- 
tions, he feels he has come a very long way in 
finding the truth of his birth parents and feels the 
story of his journey could help others wanting to 
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Trees of Wilson — WCGS 


This chronicle is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, organized Feb- 
ruary 26, 1991. Address: P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 252-243 
-1660. 

Internet address: http://www.wcgs.org 


Trees is published monthly except for De- 
cember and July. An annual index is pub- 
lished with a spring issue. Trees is indexed 
in PERSI. Active membership in WCGS is for 
a calendar year and includes a subscription 
to the ten issues published each year. Annu- 
al individual membership is $20, family 
membership is $25. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the 
members of WCGS are accepted for publica- 
tion at the discretion of the Editors and 
should pertain to families with connections 
in Wilson County and its neighboring and 
parent counties. WCGS cannot accept any 
responsibility for the content of contributed 
materials, including errors and omissions. 
Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be pro- 
vided upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Transcripts of original records are record- 
ed with the original spelling and punctua- 
tion. 


Officers 2020 

President: Yvonne McLamb 

Vice President: Jeff Scott 

Secretary: Sue Dail 

Treasurer: Earline Bunn 

Board Members: Deborah Webb, 

Wanda Lamm, Ed Tate, Sue Powell, ex 
officio 

Past Presidents: Brenda Dorsett, Joan 
Howell, Reese Ferrell, Katye Alford, Henry 
Powell, Sue Powell, Carol Forbes, Wanda 
Lamm 
Journal Editor: Angelia Mizelle Joyner 
Contributors: J. Robert Boykin, III, Lisa 

Henderson, Albert Page, Judy Pate 
Committees: 
H. B. Johnston Papers: Sue Evans Powell 
Cemetery Publications: Joan L. Howell 
Internet Coordinators: Carol Forbes 
Programs: Brenda Dorsett, 
Sue Powell, Wanda Lamm 
Publicity: Jane Howell Salmon 
Historical: Carol Forbes, 


Sue Powell 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO 
Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. Email: 


wcgs@earthlink.net 


Contents © 2019, Wilson County Genealogical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 


WCGS has been designated as a 501(c)3 non- 
profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
WCGS is 56-1869136. 
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Wilson County Genealogical Society 


February Meeting Minutes 
Reported by Sue Dail , Secretary 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met in the 
assembly room at the Wilson County Public Library on 
Tuesday, February 25", 2020, at 7:00 pm. President 
Yvonne McLamb called the meeting to order and wel- 
comed members and guests. It was announced that 
minutes of the January meeting are available in the 
February issue of TREES, and that the Treasurer’s re- 
port is available upon request by email. 


Old business was a vote to revise the by-laws of 
WCGS as explained in the October 2019 edition of 
TREES. A motion to adopt the revision was made by 
Sue Powell. A second was made by Jim Bailey. The 
motion was approved. 


New business included announcements by President 
McLamb regarding of a list of publications donated to 
the Wilson County Public Library by WCGS, a correc- 
tion to the publication date of the February TREES, a 
photo of the current WCGS Board and Officers to be 
taken following the meeting, and the availability of 
books for purchase at the meeting. 


Past President Brenda Dorsett introduced the speaker 
for the program of the meeting, Jerilyn James Lee, 
United States Colored Troops Historian. She present- 
ed information on “The Role of the Black Soldier in 
America’s Civil War.” Her program was based on her 
research and study of the topic enhanced with cap- 
tioned related photographs. She provided a display of 
a portion of her personal library and collected photo- 
graphs and posters. She can be found on FB@Stories 
of the United States Colored Troops. 


President McLamb announced that the presenter for 
the March meeting of WCGS will be Donnie Lowe 
speaking on “An Adoptee’s Search to Find His Birth 
Parents.” The March meeting will be in the assembly 
room of the Wilson County Public Library on Tuesday, 
March 31°, 2020, at 7:00 pm. 


The meeting was adjourned. 


Upcoming Meetings for 
Wilson County 
Genealogical Society 


April 28, 2020 ~ To Be Announced 
» May 26, 2020 ~ To Be Announced 
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OBITUARIES 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin, III 


Bernard Greenwood 
Zion’s Landmark, November 1, 1893 
ELDER BERNARD GREENWOOD 

Elder B. Greenwood was born in Weener, East Friesland, Kingdom (now Province) of Hanover, Ger- 
many, Sept. 24, 1827, and died in his 66 year, in Wilson, N. C., Sept. 1St, 1893. His parents were 
members of the Holland Reformed (Presbyterian State church), and had him sprinkled in infancy, and 
“confirmed” when 14 years of age, at which time he was put to the tailor’s trade in his father’s work- 
shop, and attended a High School two hours a day, excepting Saturday and Sunday. Though dead in 
sin, and enamored of the world, and having his head full of a do and live system of religion, he thought 
himself a good Christian, until at 16 years of age, he was awakened at midnight with the solemn and 
piercing words, “God is holy, what art thou?” For the first time seeing himself a hell-deserving sinner, 
he wept aloud, and to his brother, who was in bed with him and heard him and asked him if he was 
sick, he replied, “No, John, I am such an awful sinner.” He betook himself to the reading of the Bible, 
and to prayers and tears and resolutions, but grew worse and worse until, when seeming about to sink 
in to endless perdition, he heard the crucified Saviour say to him: “Come unto me, thou weary and 
heavey [sic.] laden, and I will give thee rest. I, even I, have blotted out all thy transgressions for my 
name’s sake, and thy sins and thine iniquities will I remember no more.” And his heart replied: “I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee; wherefore, O Lord I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Then he rejoiced with unspeakable joy in God his Saviour. His 
parents and other relatives thought him greatly deluded, not being able to understand his case. At the 
age of 20 as required by the laws of his country, he entered the army. At 22 he married and stayed a 
year in the place (Nienburg) where his wife’s parents resided, and then returned, with his wife and 
child, to Weener. A few days afterwards he heard his father’s foreman tell him of a poor, little sect of 
Free Grace Baptists just started in their town—humble, upright, and inoffensive, but despised and per- 
secuted by all other religionists. He sought their acquaintance and society, and though warned by his 
father, that, if he joined them, his customers would desert him, he would starve his family, he united 
with them, and was baptized in 1853, in the day-time—the other members having been baptized in the 
night-time for fear of their enemies, who would not only ridicule but also assault them. Then for sev- 
eral months he was indeed persecuted, and almost starved; but, in 1854, by the pecuniary assistance 
of his brother John, who was an infidel and then living in Cincinnati, Ohio, he and his wife emigrated to 
America, leaving their little boy most sorrowfully with his own parents, for want of money needed to 
bring him. Nearly three years afterwards the child was brought to his rejoicing parents by a younger 
brother of Elder Greenwood’s. They lived in Cincinnati five months, and then moved to Clover, Cler- 
mont Co. O., where in 1856 they found a church of Old School or Primitive Baptists, who were like the 
Free Grace Baptists of Germany in both faith and practice. When lacking about two months of being 
30 years old, ... was deeply impressed upon him in connection with the gospel ministry; and in August 
1857, the Clover church licensed him to preach; and by the authority of the church at Lynchburg of 
which he was then a member, Elders Brooks and Hite ordained him to the ministry in 1861. Looking 
for sound and warm Baptists, and at the same time for a place where he might support his family by 
working at his trade, he removed in 1860 to Charleston, W. Va.; in 1862 to Hillsboro, O.; in 1865 to 
Cincinnati, and then to Madison, Ind.; in 1866 to Evansville, Ind., (where he preached both in English 
and in German, and baptized several, and buried his only child, then nearly 16 years old); in 1869 to 
Corydon, Ind.; in 1871 to Columbus, Ind., (where he lived 8 years in worldy prosperity but in spiritual 
poverty); and in Jan. 1880 to Wilson, N. C., where (with the exception of about a year at La Grange, 
N. C.,) he and his wife lived till the time of his death. He became a member and the pastor of Sandy 
Grove church, in Nash Co., N. C., and attended many church and Union and Associational Meetings, 
and made many preaching tours in North Carolina, Georgia and Texas, and visited at one time the As- 
sociations in North Eastern States. 


Elder Greenwood was solemn and earnest in prayer and preaching, saw and proclaimed Jesus in 
every text, felt himself to be nothing but a wretched sinner saved by grace alone, went down in great 
depths and rose to great heights in his experience, and gave every particle of the glory of salvation to 
the Lord. Few men were as ready as he quote an appropriate passage of Scripture on every occasion 
in life. He had his failings, as all of us have; and he would have been one of the last persons in the 
world to claim perfection in the flesh. 


After 8 months distressing illness of dropsy of the heart, during which he had to sit up in his chair 
most of the time, but manifested a spirit of humble child-like submission to the dealings of his Heaven- 
ly Father, he fell peacefully asleep in Jesus; and, after some touching and comforting words spoken to 
many friends gathered in his house by Elder G. T. Daniel, ... his remains were interred in Maplewood 
Cemetery, at Wilson, N. C., Sept. 2°. 1893. 

Sylvester Hassell. 
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MISSIONARY JOURNAL OF WALTER MARION EVERTON 
October 1, 1896-1898 


1 Oct 1896 Thursday. We stayed at Mr. Wilson’s during the day. ... Went home at night with Mr. Wil- 
son again. 


2 Oct 1896 Friday. Stayed at Mr. Wilson’s during the day. ... Entertained over night by Mr. John Cor- 
bett. 


3 Oct 1896 Saturday. Elder Priday and Pres. H. came along in the morning. After dinner Elder W. 
and I went down to Mr. Wilson’s where we held meeting at 3 p.m. ... Pres. H. and I stayed with a Mr. 
Boykin over night, preaching to him and his family a while before retiring. ... 


4 Oct 1896 Left Mr. Boykin’s quite early and walked three miles north to Mr. W. P. Eatman’s, where 
Elders P. & W. held meeting last night. ... Had dinner with Mr. W. P. Eatman and supper and lodging 
with Mr. Albert Eatman. 


5 Oct 1896 Monday. We went up to Mr. Warrons after breakfast where Elders Wright and Priday 
were. ... Elder Freeman and I went to Mr. Bert Ferrells. At night we went and filled Elder Freeman’s 
appointment. Elder Priday preached. Elder Freeman and I stayed with Mr. Ferrell. 


6 Oct 1896 Stayed at Mr. Ferrells during the morning. ... Went to meeting at 3 o’clock. ... Elder 
Priday and I went back to Mr. J. P. Warrons where we stayed all night. 


7 Oct 1896 Wednesday. Left Mr. Warrons quite early, went to Mr. Wm. Windham’s. Mailed our let- 
ters, after which we went to Mr. J. J. Wilson’s. Had a bath. Had dinner with Mr. Wilson. Had a gospel 
talk with him. ... After supper we went over to his son’s place where we talked Bible till after ten 
o’clock when we went back to bed. 


8 Oct 1896 Thursday. Left Mr. Wilson’s after breakfast. As he did not expect to see Elder Priday 
again he shed tears when we parted. Walked three miles to Mr. Jas. Nichols where we had dinner. 
After dinner went to Mr. Matt. Lamms where we stayed a while. Then went on to Mr. W. H. Harrison’s 
where we had supper. After supper we went with Mr. Harrison to Mr. John Lamm’s to a corn shucking, 
which lasted till nine o’clock. When we got back to Mr. Harrison’s it was bed time. 


9 Oct 1896 Friday. After breakfast we started for Wilson City. As it was Circus day everybody in the 
county went into the city, and the city was full. Got in in time to see the Parade. Went to Mrs. Her- 
old’s and got dinner. ... 


10 Oct 1896 ... Went north from the city to Mr. Kinchen Batt’s about 6 mi. Had dinner with his son. 
He was away. He came home in the evening and we went home with him and stayed all night. 


11 Oct 1896 Sunday. It was raining when I awoke this morning. ... We stayed with Mr. Batt’s during 
the day read(ing) and conversing. A mink killed five chickens during the night, we had chicken stew 
for dinner. It continued cold all day, ... Stayed with Mr. Batt’s all night. 


12 Oct 1896 Monday. ... Stopped with Mr. Bur Thompson and had dinner. Stayed around his place 
till three o’clock when we made our way back to Mr. Batt’s. After supper we went to meeting [at Hales 
schoolhouse]. Had a pretty good crowd. ... Went home with Mr. Batts again. 


13 Oct 1896 Tuesday. ... Walked back to Mr. Batts. Arrived at five o’clock. Had supper and I 


ically to a good congregation at night. Again we slept at Mr. Batts, making four nights straight 
ahead. 


14 Oct 1896 Wednesday. We left Mr. Batts some time before noon and walked three or four miles to 
Mrs. Taylor’s where we had dinner and got out an appointment to preach at her son-in-law’s near by at 


night. His name is Mr. Ricks. Not many came out to hear us. I preached to them on faith. We stayed 
at Mrs. Taylor’s at night. 


15 Oct 1896 Thursday. ... [went to Wilson] Elder Hunter and I went out of town five miles to Mr. 
Amos Pearson’s where we stayed all night. 


I 
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THEY MOVED AWAY 
Hugh B. Johnston Family Files 


Robert Boyte Crawford Howell 

Robert Boyte Crawford Howell, clergyman and author, was born in Wayne County, North Carolina, on 
March 10, 1801, and died in Nashville, Tennessee, on April 5, 1868. He was an “eminent Baptist di- 
vine, learned and eloquent.” (Library of Southern Literature, Atlanta, XV, p. 211). His published works 
were: “Terms of Sacramental Communion,” Philadelphia, 1841; “Howell on the Deaconship,” 1846; 
“The Way of Salvation,” 1849; “The Evils of Infant Baptism,” 1851; “The Cross,” 1854; “The Cove- 
nants,” 1856;”The Early Baptists in Virginia,” Philadelphia, 1876. He left a number of other tracts and 
pamphlets and manuscripts. Some of his works were reprinted in England. 


Gray Cahoon 

Gray Cahoon, son of William Cahoon and wife Elizabeth, appeared in the Edgecombe County, North 
Carolina, Census of 1800 with himself twenty-six to forty-five years of age, wife sixteen to twenty-six, 
and one son under ten. (The Edgecombe County Census of 1800, p. 190, in the National Archives). In 
1812 Gray Cahoon of Wilson County, Tennessee, gave a power of attorney to Hardy Flowers of 
Edgecombe County to collect anything due him from Drury Joyner of Nash County and Etheldred Co- 
hoon of Edgecombe County, administrators of William Cahoon, deceased, witnessed by Edwin Bullock 
and James (X) Spicer, Sr. (Edgecombe County, Deed Book 14, p. 298). 


Nancy White Farmer 
Nancy White, daughter of Capt. William White and wife Martha, married Braswell Farmer, son of Ben- 
jamin Farmer and wife Elizabeth Dew of Edgecombe County, North Carolina. 


On May 29, 1827, Braswell Farmer made his will in Lawrence County, Tennessee; it was filed in Rob- 
ertson County, Tennessee, in November Court, 1827, and in Edgecombe County in August Court, 
1833: (1) wife Nancy Farmer, all estate after Dew Farmer (brother) and brother-in-law William White 
“are paid for their trouble in handling my business; (2) each brother and sister in North Carolina to 
have $1.00; (3) executor William White; and (4) witnesses John D. Farmer and Exum Farmer. 
(Williams & Griffin, Abstracts of the Wills of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 1733-1856, p. 125) 


Levi Peel 

Levi Peel, son of Mills Peel and wife Delila Drake, was born in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, in 
1815. He married Harriet who was born in 1813 in Georgia. In the Burke County, Georgia, Census of 
1850, No. 333, they were farmers worth $1,000.00, with seven children born in that state. 

Children of Levi and Harriet Peel: 

John T. Peel was born in 1841. 
William M. Peel was born in 1842. 
James L. Peel was born in 1843. 
Delilah A. E. Peel was born in 1844. 
Henry Peel was born in 1845. 
Levi Peel was born in 1847. 
Harriet D. Peel was born in 1849. 


Se ies eae Les 


Jesse Pope 
Jesse Pope was born November 5, 1791, and was living as late as March 1, 1856, in Pulaski County, 
Georgia. 


On July 15, 1813, he volunteered at Snow Hill in Greene County, North Carolina, for service in the 
War of 1812; he entered the United States Service on August 19 and was discharged at Fort Hampton 
in Cartaret County on January 21, 1814. He was a private in Captain Abner Paster’s Artillery Company, 
North Carolina Detached Militia, commanded by Colonel Bruton. He was paid $8.00 per month for his 
services. He received 80 acres of bounty land on April 23, 1852, and another 80 acres on March 4, 
1856, both of which tracts he sold to other persons. 


Henry, John, and Lewis Pope of Sampson County are said to have been in his company. 


Fi Please join our Facebook group: Wilson County Genealogical Society 
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WILSON COUNTY HAS NEW GIS WEBSITE 
Wilson Times, November 30, 2019 


COUNTY MAPPING SYSTEM HAS NEW FEATURES 
Search Property Records, View Updated Maps 
Wilson County recently launched its new geographical information system website. Not only does 
the new mapping system site have a new look, but it also boasts new enhancement features that will 
enable the public to gain access to more information with a few clicks of a button. 


GIS is a way to access and search various maps in the county as well as land and property records, 
which are public records. 


“Maps can be customized to include only the data you need and want and can focus as close as 
street level,” said Ron Hunt, Wilson County assistant county manager. ... 


New Features 
_.. the new GIS site has multiple enhancements including improved search functions. Additional 
tools for users have also been added. The new site is capable of adding more layers to searches. ... 


. You can also search property records by neighborhood descriptions. 
. there is more explanatory information regarding tax and sales information on properties. 
Users can now download GIS data, ... 


Users can create PDFs of maps and add their own text into it. You can also download data in vari- 
ous formats including spreadsheets. 


Visit the new GIS site at gis.wilson-co.com/maps/ or for projects and special maps, visit the coun- 
ty’s GIS web portal link at wilsoncounty.maps.arcgis.com. 


ELISHA WOODARD’S 1798 WILL 
North Carolina State Archives, Edgecombe County Wills, 037.801.34 
Contributed by Sue Evans Powell 


In the name of God, Amen this 26" day of March in the year of our Lord 1798 I Elisha Woodard of 
the County of Edgecombe in the state of N° Carolina being sick & week in body, but of sound perfect & 
dispoveing [?] mind & memory; and calling to mind the Uncertainty of this frail and mortal life, and 
the certainty of death when the Lord pleases to call and for the settleing my temporal Estate do Order 
give and dispose of the same in manner & form following viz 


Inprimis I give & bequeath unto the five Children of my son Joshua Woodard’s, to witt, James, Jesse, 
Elizabeth, Margret, & Anna Woodard five shillings Sterlen money each, to be paid each of them by my 
Executor out of my Estate, to them & each of them, & each of their Heirs & assigns forever. I also 
further give & bequeath unto my said grand-son Jesse Woodard afores.* One brinded hieffer & her 
increase to him his Heirs & assigns forever 


Item I give & bequeath unto my son Elisha Woodard Jun‘ the plantation whereon he now lives, in the 
s° County of Edgecombe, together with all the tract of Land thereunto belonging, patented by my fa- 
ther John Woodard dec® bounded as followeth, to witt begining at a live Oak William Barne’s Corner 
tree thence running along his line North 260 poles to a red Oak, then West 488 poles to a Holley on 
the bank of Cotentnea Creek, then the various corses of the s* Creek, it being S°63 East 560 poles to 
the first station Containing by estimation four Hundred & ninty five acres be the same more or less, 
together with all the apportenaces thereunto belonging or in any wise apportaining. Also One other 
tract of Land situate in the said County of Edgecombe adjoining the before mention’d tract & Robert 
Peelle’s & Others, Containing by estimation Eighty three acres, being the same Land Jacob Almond 
settled & sold to me, & I enter’d & secured the same by the known & reputed bounds thereof. Also 
One cross-cut saw & Carpenter’s Addze. To him his Heirs & assigns forever 


(Woodard continued on page 33) 
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WORLD WAR I RECRUITS 


Wilson Daily Timas, March 26, 1918 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin, Ill 


LIST OF COLORED MEN 
Who Entrain March 30° At 3 P. M. For Cantonment at 
Camp Grant, Illinois 


Lonnie Jackson, Wilson Willie Taylor, Elm City 

Henry Julius Sanders, Petersburg, Va. Robert H. Monroe, Wilson 
James Davis, Spring Hope Elton Thomas, Wilson 

Burley Brooks, Wilson John Melton, Wilsor| 

Lindsay Covington, Wilso John Harrington, Red Spring 
Thomas Townsend, Wilson Charlie Barnes, Wilson 
Ernest C. Byrd, Wilson Hubert Hinnant. Oxford, MN. 
Strat Barnes, Wilson Lassie Hooks, Lucama 
Charnes S. Alston, Palm Beach, Florida Joe Moore, Wilson 

Amos Brooks, Wilson Grover H. Ward, Wilson 
Plummer Williams, Wilson John W. Pitts, Wilson 

Charie Harris, Elm City Ernest Jones, Oxford 

Jimmie Pender, Wilson James Carter, Wilson 

Willie Donald, Stantonsburg Wm. Henry Hawkins, Black Creek 
Arthur Darring, Wilson Louis Cogdell. Wilson 

Paul A. Kelby, Elm City Charles H. Harper, Wilson 
William Gaston, Elm City William Dudley, Wilson 

Davis Barnes, Wilson James Little, Wilson 

Cordy Tillery, Wils on Robert Farmer, Stantonsburg 
Charlie Rice, Wilson Nathan Austin, Wilson 

Julius F. Freeman, Wilson Frank Best, Wilson 

Will Dixon, Wilson Joe Parker, Wilson 

Peat Batts, Wilson Arch McLean, Wilson 

Luther Williams, Walstonburg A. N. Darden, Wilson 

Eddie Dew, Wilson Hood Vick, Washington, D. C. 
Mange Gaston, Elm City James Barnes, Elm City 
Tobe Bellman, Wilson Robert Best, Durham 

Moses Parker, Wilson Willie Darden, Wilson 

Alonzo Coley, Wilson John Smith, Wilso 

Alex Holloway, Wilson Graham Smith, Danville, Va. 
Dave McPhail, ‘Wilson Larry Barnes, Wilson 

Henry; Barnes, Wilson Will McNeil, Newport News, Va. 
Augustus, Gaston, Elm City James Bennett, Wilson 
Kerman Alston, Sims Zion Powell, Wilson 

Ernest Moore, Wilson Zeb Dew, Wilson 

Hayes Boatman, Wilson John Parker Battle, Wilson 
Florence Perry, Salisbury Alexander B. Joyner, Oxford 
Julius Rountree, \Wvilson Henry Sloan, Sims 

Roscoe Williams, Wilson Willie Hackaday, Elm City 
Ondando Farmer, Wilson James Jones, Kenly 

John Tyler, Wilson Samie Simpson, Rocky Point 
John Norfleet, Wilson John Purringtar, Wilson 
John Hardy Ellis, Stantonsburg. Connie Rountree, Wilson 
James Daniel, Wilson Obert R. L. Bullock, Wilson 
George Batts, Wilson Columbus Stewart, Smithfield 


(World War I continued on page 32) 
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(World War I continued from page 31) 


Willie Young, Wilson Will Barnes, Wilson, Norfolk, Va. 
Edgar Smith, Wilson John W. Hilliard, Wilson 

Ira Jones, Elm City Roy Evans, Baltimore 
Robert Maryland, Sharpsburg Eddie Woodard, Wilson 
Henry Bynum, Lucama Raster Williams, Wilmington 
Freddie Taylor, Sharpsburg Jeke Armstrong, Wilson 
Charlie Woodard, Wilson Henry Oats, Wilson 

Wim. Henry Woodard, Wilson Frank Bares, Wilson 
Charlie Will Farmer, vvilson George Hawkins, Zebulon 
Jesse Farmer, Wilson Harvey Hines, Wilson 

John Arrington, Wilson Albert Best, Walstenburg. 
George Vinson, Wilson Ernest Hines, Elm City 
Waverly Murfey, Wilson Henry Williams, Warsaw 
Brodie Reid, Wilson Floyd Pender, Wilson 

Van Edwards, Wilson Stacey Edwards, Wilson 
Mase Hoskie, Wilson James F. Scott, Wilson 

John Battle, Sharpsburg John Artis, Wilson 


Solister Coleman, Rocky Mount 


ELTON THOMAS 
Wilson Daily Times, June 1, 1918 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin, III 


PRAISE FOR A WILSON COLORED MAN 
Charlie Thomas, a colored man who has been in our employ from his youth up has raised a boy who is 
“chip of the old block” for Charlie is a man you can depend upon, and when you Say that of any one that is 
enough and covers it all. 


Charley’s boy is named Elton and is one of the colored men in the draft from this county at Camp Grant. 


As a dutiful son he writes his father and encloses the following high commendation from his commanding 
officer. That he is a boy of spirit and pride is reflected in the fact that he wants his father to see what he is 
doing and that he is trying to make himself worthy. That he is succeeding is disclosed in the following: 


17" Co. 161 Depot Brigade, 


Camp Grant, Ill., April 18, 1918. 
To whom it may concern: 


This is to say that Elton Thomas has been in my platoon for the past three weeks and has been acting 
sergeant during most of that time. He did his work with earnestness and always with willingness. I can 
recommend him to you in case you have any personal work for him to do with your men. He understands 
making out details, the policing both barracks and company area and is well liked by the men. 


Signed: James H. Ainsworth, 
Ole te Intanthy Rac. 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 


Materials of genealogical interest to the members of WCGS are accepted for publication at the dis- 
cretion of the Editor and should pertain to families with connections in Wilson County and its 
neighboring and parent communities. Your work will be published in Trees of Wilson and archived 
at the Wilson County Public Library for future generations. 


Contact Angelia Joyner via email (editor.wcgs@gmail.com) for further 
information on publishing your article. 
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THEY MOVED AWAY 


“Looking Backward,” February 17, 1960 (1,395) 
Hugh Johnston 


William Jossey 

In the Edgecombe County (North Carolina) Census of 1790, William Jossey was listed with one male 
over sixteen, four males under sixteen, and two females. He lived in the Stantonsburg area and was 
probably a brother or nephew of Margaret Jossey Peelle of the same neighborhood. On January 1, 
1796, Wilson and Molly Harrell sold William Jossey of Edgecombe County for £162.10.0 current North 
Carolina money 100 acres north of Tosnot Swamp on Bear Branch, Marsh Branch, and Spring Branch 
(the old John Singleton patent “whereon said Harrell lately lived”), witnessed by Eli Amason and David 
Woodard. On July 30, 1798, he witnessed the will (unrecorded) of David Woodard. On December 30, 
1800, Biggers Singleton of Salem County, South Carolina, sold William Jossey for £87.10.0 current N. 
C. money 125 acres south of Bear Branch and adjoining Spring Branch and Joseph Cox (where his 
grandfather lived and later conveyed it to my father John Singleton who conveyed it to me), witnesses 
by William Ellis and William Amason. 


On January 22, 1802, Thomas (x) Beaman sold William Jossey of Edgecombe County for £17.5.0 
current N. C. money 342 acres west of “the new road leading from the old Peacock Road to Shep- 
ards,” adjoining William Ellis, Joseph Cox, and said Jossey, witnessed by William Ellis and Robert 
Jossey. On December 24, 1804, William Jossey of Salem County [South Carolina] sold Charles Barfield 
of Edgecombe County for £200 current N. C. money 100 acres north of Tosnote Swamp bounded by 
Bear Branch, Spring Branch, and Singleton’s patent line, witnessed by William Baldwin and Jephthah 
Mayo. On December 25, 1804, William Jossey of Salem County sold Thomas Sparkman of Edgecombe 
County for $500.00 a tract of 159% acres south of Bear Branch and bounded by Spring Branch, Joseph 
Cox, the road, and William Ellis, witnesses by Eli Amason, Stephen Rogers, and Benjamin Amason. 


(Woodard continued from page 30) 


Item I give and bequeath unto my son John Woodard the tract of Land & plantation whereon he now 
lives situate on the South side of great Cotentnea Creek, in the County of Wayne together with all the 
apportenances thereupon or thereunto belonging or in any wise apportaining; Containing by estimation 
three Hundred acres, agreeable to the known & reputed bounds of the same, being the same Land I 
purchased at public sale of the estate of John Weaver and reenter’d & secured under the present Gov- 
ernment. Also one other tract or percel of Land situate in the said County of Wayne, & on the North 
side of Black Creek whereon James Hasty now lives, Containing by estimation three Hundred & nine 
acres, by the known & reputed bounds of the same; it being the same Land I purchased of Armerger 
Hall & David Bond, taken up by Robert Simms esquire; all in one survey, together with the plantation 
& all other apportenances thereunto belonging or in any wise apportaining. Also my Old Horse & 
mare, & one Cow and calf & their increase to him said John Woodard his Heirs & assigns forever 


Item I give and bequeath unto my son David Woodard a tract or percel of Land situate in the said 
County of Edgecombe, & on the Cair Branch, whereon he now lives, together with plantation & appor- 
tenances thereupon or thereunto belonging or in any wise apportaining containing by estimation One 
Hundred & seventy five acres, by the known & reputed bounds of the same it being the same Land &c 
that were Convey’d to me by Spencer Bald. Also One Other tract of Land plantation &c adjoining the 
same, Containing by estimation One Hundred acres, being the Same Land plantation &c John Bullock 
formerly settled, and by John Charles Conveyed to me, by the known and reputed bounds of the same. 
Also three Cows & yearlens & Two Calves & their increase; to him said David Woodard his Heirs & as- 
signs forever 


Item I give and bequeath unto my son Lemuel Woodard Twenty Shillings Current money of the state 
of N° Carolina, to be paid him by my Executor out of my Estate to him s? Lemuel Woodard his Heirs & 


assigns forever. 


Item I give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Daniel wife to Elias Daniel one pine Chest, Two 
pewter basons, & Ten Silver dollars, to be paid her by my Executors, out of my estate to her my said 
daughter Mary her Heirs & assigns forever. 


Item I give and bequeath unto my daughter Martha Amerson, wife to Benjamin Amerson, One Cow & 
yearlen Commonly Call’d hers & one middle size poll [?] to her my said daughter Martha her Heirs & 


assigns forever 
(Woodard continued on page 35) 
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A SKETCH OF MY LIFE 

Excerpt taken from a self-published book of poems entitled HUMBLE HOURS OF SOLITUDE POEMS by 
J.J. Thorne, Elm City, N.C. 1904. P.D. Publishing Co., Wilson, N. C. 

Contributed by Yvonne McLamb 


John Julius Thorne, the author of Humble Hours of Solitude, was born February the 11th,1871. My 
father and mother were William Martin Thorne and Margaret Peel Thorne. My mother’s first or maiden 
name was Woodard. She first married William Woodard Batts. During their union of wedlock she gave 
birth to two boys and three girls. First, James William Batts, Sallie Peel Batts, Martha Ann Batts, Wilson 
Woodard Batts and Margaret Elizabeth Batts. 

Through the bonds of matrimony with William Martin Thorne she gave birth to five children, three 
boys and two girls. First, John Julius Thorne, Ichabod Redmon Thorne, Angie Cora Thorne, Mary Ra- 
bana (Bahma) Thorne, and Lucian Turner Thorne. Out of the ten children she survived but two. Eight 
are living still. (This was in 1904 at the time of publication). 

Mother was born February 12th, 1835 and died January 5th, 1901. She was a daughter of James 
Bullock Woodard and granddaughter of David Woodard. Father was born December 24th, 1842 and 
died September 29th, 1889. He was a son of Redmon Thorne, Redmon Thorne, a son of Martin Thorne, 
Martin Thorne, a son of Nicholas Thorne, Nicholas Thorne, a son of Martin Thorne, my old fourth grand- 
father, or the first Martin Thorne that I have any account of, was a husband of Rachel Thorne. She 
first married a man by the name of White, and her maiden name was Rachel Brown, the daughter of 
James Brown. James Brown was shipped aboard of an English vessel by his stepfather and brought 
over to America and bound out. He was just old enough to remember his name, thus making James 
Brown my fifth grandfather according to the family tradition. I feel like the tender mercy of an all wise 
and merciful God has blessed me and my days. My parents were not wealthy but were able to have the 
necessaries of life. 

[The above article was typed with spellings and punctuations just as they appear in the publication. 
Article submitted by Yvonne Corbett McLamb, Great-great niece of J.J. Thorne 

J.J. Thorne never married and remained in the household of his sister, Bahma Thorne Wiggins until his 
death on July 2, 1944. He is buried in the Batts-Thorne Cemetery about 2/12 miles SE of Elm City.] 


ARCHIVES SEEKS EXPANDED ACCESS TON. C. COURT DOCUMENTS 
Wilson Times, 13 Aug 2019 


RALEIGH—Thousands of old North Carolina court documents—some going back 350 years—could 
soon be more accessible to the public thanks in part to a federal grant. 


The State Archives of North Carolina is getting $140,000 toward a project designed to expand an 
online catalog that helps historians and other citizens know names and places within hard-to-decipher 
records. An improved index means they'll know which documents they want to go read in person. 


State Archivist Sarah Koonts says the documents shed light on early North Carolina society and in- 
clude wills and estates and bridge and road information. 


A sample of these documents will be posted online as part of the project. Workshops will be held for 
participants to learn how to transcribe the documents’ elegant cursive handwriting. 
—The Associated Press 





OTHER LOCAL MEETINGS 


Edgecombe County Genealogical Society meets at 7:00 pm, third Thursdays, at Edgecombe 
County Memorial Library, Tarboro, N. C. 


Farmville, N. C., Ancestor Seekers meets 10 am, second Saturdays, at Farmville Public Library, 
Farmville, N. C. 


re ens Family Researchers meets at 7:30 pm, third Thursdays, at Greene County Museum, 
Snow Hill, N. C. 


Old Dobbs Genealogical Society meets at 10:30 am, third Saturdays of each calendar quarter, at 
Wayne County Public Library, Goldsboro, N. C. 


Pitt County Family Researchers meets at 7:00 pm, third Tuesdays, at Sheppard Memorial Library, 
Greenville, N. C. 


Tar River Connections Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 pm, third Tuesdays of each month, 


except Dec., at Braswell Memorial Library, Rocky Mount, N. C. 
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(Woodard continued from page 33) 


Item I give & bequeath unto my Natural daughter Delanah Amerson wife to Isaac Amerson, One Cow 
& Calf, commonly Call’d hers, to her my said daughter Delanah her Heirs & assigns forever 


Item I give and bequeath unto my three grand sons Asa, Thomas & Levi Jorden, sons to Cornelius Jor- 
den Jun’ dec® Five shillings Sterlen money each, to be paid them and each of them by my Executor Out 
of my Estate; to them & each of them & each of their Heirs & assigns forever 


Item I further give and bequeath unto my Two before mention’d sons John & David Woodard my ne- 
gro man slave Sam; and Two Hundred and thirty eight Silver dollars and four pounds paper Currency 
of the said State of N° Carolina and my crop of Corn to be equally divided between them to them and 
each of them, and each of their Heirs & assigns forever 


Item My will and desire is that after all my debts, Legusies and Other Necessary expences are fully 
paid & satisfied all the residue of estate be it of what kind or nature soever should be equally divided 
to and Amongst all my before mention’d Lawfull Children (my son Lemuel Woodard excepted) to witt 
my Sons Elisha Woodard, John Woodard & David Woodard, my daughters Mary Daniel and Martha Am- 
erson. The division to be made by and at the discretion of my Executors, as they may adjude to be 
equal & right, without any orders or sanction of Court, or Sale of the Same, if the same Can be done; 
all which I give and bequeath unto my said five Children Elisha, John, David, Mary and Martha; to 
them and each of them, their & each of their Heirs & assigns forever 


I do hereby, nominate, Constitute and appoint my Two well beloved sons Elisha Woodard & John 
Woodard my sole & whole Executors to this my last will and Testament and do hereby revoke disannul 
and make void all other or former will or wills Testament or Testaments, and declare this & this only to 
be my last will & Testament, by me made signed publishe’d and declared. In witness whereof I the s° 
Elisha Woodard have hereunto sett my Hand & seal the day & year first above written 


Sign’d Seal’d pronounced publish’d ) 


& declared in presence of ) 

Archelaus Barnes X his 

Willie Stanton X Elisha X Woodard Seal 
Robert Peelle mark 


Edgecombe County May Court 1798 

The within Will of Elisha Woodard was produced in open Court and proved by the oath of Willie Stan- 
ton & one of the subscribing witness (Archelaus Barnes)) thereto who swore he saw Archelaus Barnes 
& Robert Peele at the same time subscribe to the said Will as witnesses— Elisha Woodard & John 
Woodard the Executors named in the said Will at the same time qualified thereto—Ordered that the 
Will be recorded. 

Test 
Edward Hall C C 


[Contributor’s note: Hugh Johnston’s narrative about Elisha Woodard, Sr., was included on page 56 of 
the May 2016 issue of Trees of Wilson. Mr. Johnston's list of Elisha Woodard, Sr.’s, children did not 
include the daughter who married Cornelius Jordan, Jr.] 





WCGS Publications: Please call or write fora catalog with 1860 Johnston County, East of the Neuse $23.00 
complete details, or order and pay on our web site. —____ 1870 Johnston County, Bulah Township $10.00 
Wwww.wcgs.org ____ 1850 Wayne County, North of the Neuse $65.00 
Note: Please see next page for additional items that are ____ 1860 Wayne County, Davis District $ 5.00 
available for purchase. ___ 1860 Wayne County, Fork District $ 5.00 
____ 1860 Wayne County, Nahunta District $16.00 
Census records abstracted by J. Albert Bass with family data _ 1860 Wayne County, Pikeville District $ 5.00 
added from his files. ____ 1870 Wayne County, Holden Township $10.00 
1880 Wilson County, Black Creek Township $32.00 __ 1870 Wayne County, Nahunta Township $12.00 
~__ 1880 Wilson County, Crossroads Township $22.00 ___ 1880 Wayne County, Great Swamp Township __— $14.00 
~__ 1900 Wilson County, Spring Hill Township $16.00 ___ 1880 Wayne County, Nahunta Township ss $18.00 
~__ 1850 Johnston County, District 9 $16.00 ___ 1900 Wayne County, Great Swamp Township__$ 6.00 
~__ 1850 Johnston County, District 10 $26.00 ___ 1900 Wayne County, Nahunta Township $13.00 
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Trees of Wilson 


Family Chronicles of the 
Wilson County 


Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 802 
Wilson, NC 27894 
252-243-1660 
WWW.WC8S.0rg 


Obituaries 
Everton 
Woodard 
Thomas 
Thorne 
World War I Recruits 


March 2020 


Books Maps 
____ Barnes Narratives $12.00 |___ Wilson County Historical Map $5.00 
____ Thataway, Barnes Individuals Born in North Carolina Who ___ Confederate Field Maps #1, #2, #3, #4 

Moved Elsewhere $6.00 (State choice) each at $5.00 
| _ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to Other —____ Town of Wilson, Map 1872 $5.00 

States $10.00 }___—s Town of Wilson, Map 1882 $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 |___—~ Wilson County Waterways $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $25.00 (tax and shipping included on previous items only) 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1880. $40.00 | Miscellaneous 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1900. $40.00 |___—~ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Marriages, 1855-1899 $75.00 |__—s*Wiilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) donation $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Il $30.00 | Note: Please see previous page for additional items. 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume III $25.00 | WCGS Publications: please call or write for a catalog with com- 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV $30.00 plete details, or order and pay on our web site. www.wcgs.org 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume V $35.00 
___ Wilson County’s Architectural Heritage $20.00 
___ Wilson, North Carolina, Historical Properties Inventory $20.00 
____ Wilson County’s Founding Families $55.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $5.00 ($10.00 for Wilson County Marriages, a set of two 
books). Shipping cost for maps is $5.00 for 1-4 items. Add 6.75% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total 


(not on shipping). Total of items ordered $ Shipping $ Sales Tax $ Total of Order $ 
Check Enclosed 














Ship to: 








Street 








City State Zip 





Telephone: E-Mail: 
Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. 


Please allow 3-5 weeks for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. 
http: //www.wcgs.org. 
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